Español II

Course Overview

Bienvenidos a Español II
Congratulations on continuing your studies in Spanish! Did you know…

· The U.S. Hispanic population will make up over 50% of the total population by the year 2050?

· The Hispanic population in the US is the 3rd largest in the world?

· Spanish is spoken by over 300 million people in over 20 countries?

Whatever your future plans may be, odds are that your ability to speak Spanish will be a useful skill that you take with you from Prairie Central.

Spanish II is a fast-paced, demanding course. Attitude, much more than aptitude, is what counts in a language class. Anyone can learn to speak another language. You will learn to understand and speak Spanish quickly and earn a good to excellent grade if: (1) you are motivated to speak Spanish in class and to actively participate in conversations; (2) you are a risk taker and are curious about other cultures; and (3) you are willing to “do your homework” outside of class. Vocabulary review, homework assignments and readings done BEFORE you come to class will ensure that you always understand what happens in class. If you don’t like to talk with others; if you aren’t much interested in others and/or if you loathe homework and study time, this is probably not the course for you. See me if you have any concerns.

Class rules are simple and clear:

1. Follow directions the first time they are given.

2. Be in your assigned seat working on the warm-up when the bell rings. (NOT walking in the door)

3. Do not talk when someone else is speaking.

4. Respect your peers – Keep all negative comments, as well as hands, feet, and other objects, to yourself.

Consequences

First time – verbal warning

Second time – detention

Third time – removal from class

If you are disrespectful, or talk back to the teacher when given the first consequence, you will immediately receive the next consequence.

**Severe misbehavior (such as violence) will result in immediate removal from class.
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Materials that you should bring every day:

· Spanish textbook and workbook
· Spanish dictionary (issued to you in Spanish 1) 
· Pen or pencil, paper, and folder/binder


Spanish Classroom Procedures

The Beginning of Class: Be in your seat and ready to work when the bell rings. Have your homework out and ready to be checked. Check the board and copy down any assignments in your agenda, and begin working on the ¡Caliéntate! if there is one.

The End of Class: Class is not over until I dismiss you. Until that time, you will stay at your seat and work. Do not put away your materials early, line up at the door, or walk around the room. Before you leave, make sure that you pick up any trash on the floor.

Tardies: You will be marked tardy if you are not in the room when the bell rings. Bursting through the door as the bell is ringing will constitute a tardy. When you return from the office, seat yourself quickly and join in whatever activity is in progress. You are responsible for making up any activity that you missed, as well as copying any notes.

Absences: If you are absent for any reason, you are required to make up all work missed. It is your responsibility to find out what assignments and notes you missed. If there were any handouts, check with your partner or ask me for a copy. If there were any notes, politely ask your partner if you may copy the notes.

Substitute Teachers: There will be times when I will not be in the classroom. Please cooperate with the substitute teacher. Be aware that substitute teachers may not be proficient in Spanish. Any disciplinary action taken by a substitute WILL be honored upon my return.

Partners: There will be assigned seats. Your partner is usually the person next to you.

I will re-arrange seating every month, giving you a new partner. Your responsibility towards your partner involves:

· Reciting in Spanish to each other in class.

· Checking each other’s work in class.

· Providing notes for your partner to copy after an absence.

· Helping each other to achieve outstanding RESULTS!

· Note: “Helping” each other does NOT mean copying answers from each other. COPYING = CHEATING = A ZERO & a referral to Mr. Neidigh!!!

Grades are determined as follows:

Homework – 10 pts. per day. Homework is practice, not a test. Even if you aren’t sure you’re doing it right...do it! You earn credit for having homework assignments done to the best of your ability and on time.

Tests and quizzes – You will have regular vocab quizzes, mid-chapter quizzes, and end-of-chapter tests. We will always have a review session the day before a large chapter test. 

Projects – TBA. Expect to be involved in group, partner, and individual projects throughout the course. These projects will allow you to go more in-depth with a particular subject and to use your Spanish in a communicative and creative fashion. Some examples of projects could include a videotape, power point presentation, written activity, or an art project related to the Spanish-speaking world.

Extra credit – You will have an opportunity to earn 5 extra credit points after each test by completing a crossword puzzle or similar activity related to the upcoming chapter.

Trabalenguas: You may earn 2 e.c. points for each properly recited trabalengua.

Unused passes: If you do not use all of your “pases para español” you may redeem them for 1 point each on the final exam at the end of the semester.

Make-up Work – If you are present when a quiz/test was announced but absent when it was given, you should make arrangements to take it the day you return.

If you are present when a test is announced, but are absent the day before, you are still expected to take the test with the rest of the class. You will have been given advanced notice about it, and you will only have missed a review day.

Late Work Policy for English/Foreign Language Dept.: 
NO late homework will be accepted! (This includes work finished AFTER the bell!)

For papers or major projects, you may hand in your work one day late for 10% off. After that, it is a ZERO!

You may use one of your “pases para español” (the one marked “tarea”) as a free homework pass. This is for homework only; not quizzes, tests or projects.

Please return this page to Señora Sweet by _____________________________. Keep the rest of the course outline in your Spanish folder so you may refer to it later if necessary.

Your signature indicates that you have read and understood the rules and procedures for Spanish class.
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