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What is H)N; and how does it spread?

Novel HN,is a new strain of influenza commonly known as “swine flu”. It is a virus, or a microscopic infectious agent. Transmission of
the virus is human-to-human, and eating cooked pork products will not transmit it. |t is thought to have originated in Mexico.

HN, is now considered a pandemic, which means it has reached all known populations on the planet. Although actual confirmation is
rare, there is the highest probability that the virus has reached Prairie Central schools.

The illness resulting from the strain is generally mild, except in higher risk groups of people, such as those with asthma, diabetes, obe-
sity, heart disease, or who are pregnant, or have a weakened immune system.

Novel HiN; is spread by coughing, sneezing, or touching contaminated surfaces and then touching the nose or mouth.
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What role is the school playing?

Children B months to 9 years Prairie Centralis ~ best. However, the district is tains, and locker rooms—where
will need two doses, 21+ days doing what it can to ¢ [ausing mare frequent student germs are often passed;
apart, while all athers will need stem the spread of hand-washing with soap and water; &  Washing down student and teacher
only one. germs, although it acknowledges that, ¢ Exposing students to an alcohal- desks and counter surfaces—where
Eventually, all peaple B months with youngsters fru!n F“VEFSE environ- free hand sanitizer when hand- germs are also passed—with soap
and up will be able to get the mE'?tS in close proximity to one another washing is inconvenient; and water; and
HN, vaccine. d”_"'”EI 8 7+‘hU_L"‘ school day,. ﬂ_TE con- ¢ Redoubling its efforts to clean ¢ Sending symptomatic youngsters
tainment of a virus may be difficult at restrooms, cafés, drinking foun- hame.

Did you know . . . that there have been several pandemic influenzas in the last IZ00 years: Asiatic (Russian) Fu, HoN, 1885-500- Spanish Hu, HN, 19/8-20-
Asian Flu, HaNy, 1957-58- Hong Kong Flu, HaNy, [968-65: and Swine Fu, HN,, Z005-Present?




